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Young dragons hunt out
Springboks on tour

Lewys Steward

After two years of hard saving, 21 rugby players from Pencoed
Comprehensive will finally leave for a 10-day tour of South Africa, today,
August 24. The boys, aged 16-18, are part of the successful runner-up
squad from the Welsh National Cup Final, which lost to Swansea College
at the Gnoll in Neath, but we are hoping to put that behind us and will be
looking forward to a successful tour. We will be setting off on Pencoed’s
fifth tour to South Africa and for year-11 boys like Jason Jones, Wesley
McCann and Matthew Harris it will be their first. For some of the boys,
including myself, it will also be a time to relax as they were getting their
all important GCSE results before departure! After the success of some of
the older boys at AS and A-Level, the younger boys will be hoping to
repeat the success with our GCSE results. As part of the tour, we will visit
places like Pretoria, Cape Town and Rustenburg. Also we will be able,
for the first time, to watch two Tri-Nation matches between South Africa
and New Zealand, first at Pretoria and then later at Rustenburg. Also, we
will be playing not just for our school, but for our country — as we play a
South African school at Hamilton Rugby Club. Not only will the rugby
boys be able to enjoy this experience, but 14 adults, including teachers
David Owen, Simon King, who is also first team coach at Pontypridd
RFC, and Ian Poley, a first team member for Pontypridd RFC, will be
able to enjoy this magnificent experience A great deal of money has been
raised by the boys for pocket m oney and to help purchase kit. The years
12 -13 boys had a very successful tuck shop, where they sold sweets to
pupils at Pencoed Comprehensive during break and lunch times. The
starting 15 also served Christmas dinner to younger pupils and staff, and
they also set up discos for the younger pupils to enjoy. This will be an
experience the boys will never forget and for some it may never come
round again. Jason Jones of year-11 said this about the lead-up to the tour
and his expectations: “I’m obviously excited, I cannot wait to see what it
is like. It is going to be a once in a lifetime experience because of the
physicality of the South Africans. They are obviously going to be bigger
than us. I have put a lot of effort into it by training throughout the
summer, because the South Africans aren’t looking at this as a joke. For
both teams it is a mini- international match.” Another year-11 player,
Wesley McCann said:*“ I am quite nervous because it is so close now. I'm
also nervous because we are playing for our school team.” He too said
that playing on tour in South Africa was an honour as he would be
representing Wales. “I won’t be able to sleep on Wednesday night
because I will be too excited; it is going to be a huge trip. I would like to
thank everyone who has organised it and good luck to all the boys going
on tour.” I, too, am excited about the trip as I am part of the senior first
team; but I am feeling nervous because I am in year-11 and I will be
hoping to get good results in my at GCSE on the morning of departure. I
am really looking forward to be able to play in one of the countries that
has done so well in rugby over the years. I am also looking forward to
meeting new people and seeing new scenery. Enroute, we will be thinking
about making our school and nation proud and if we manage to beat the
South Africans, it will be a bonus. So, as we set off we hope to see smiles
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all the way there and all the way back due to good results in exams and
hopefully a victory on South African soil. Matthew Harris, who plays on
the wing and is another year-11 pupil, said: “It will be a great experience
and one that I will thoroughly enjoy. I think during the time we are out
there it will be a great team building exercise as we are together night and
day for 10 days.” This article was written by Lewys Steward, a student at
Pencoed Comprehensive, who will also be going on the tour.
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